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GENTLEMEN in Truſt for the CHA- 
uE. in Orange-Street, Leiceſter- 


Fields. 


GENTLEMEN, 

7 T was not only by your deſi re the following D 
courſe was preached, as a token of reſpect to the 
memory of a man, univerſally and juſtly eſteemed 
in all the churches ; but it is now likewiſe, at your 
_ earneſt ſolicitation, preſented to more public view. 
—The common apology, © publiſhed by requeſt,” has 
long been conſidered as a reſuge, to which the Authors 
1 Sermons reſort, to ſcreen themſelves from the 
ſeverity of criticiſim. Many have adapted it, who, 
in this reſpect, needed it much leſs than myſelf: but 
few have done it with more ſincerity or truth ; for 
the writing and publiſhing Sermons, is a work for 
which, I ſincerely profeſs, I have neither ability, in- 
clination, or leiſure; and the doing of it, in the 
A een 


E 
preſent i nſlance, is ſacrificing my own judgment, and 
feelings, to your importunity. The Sermon was not 
» , only according lo my conflant practice, delivered ex. 
tempore, but it was nearly ſo in the arrangement of 
it ; for the removal of a tender and affectionate Pa- 
rent, by death, together with ſome incidental circum- 
flances which attended it, broke in fo much upon my 
uſual lime of retirement in the preceding week, as to 
leave but a few hours for the ſtudy of three diſcour- 

ſes which I had to preach on the enſuing Sabbath.— 
However, in compliance with your wifhes, J hav 
done my beſt to recover the leading ideas, to place 
them n the fame Acces won, and, as near as poſſible, 
to expreſs them in the ſame words. I am aware 
that had it paſſed under the examination of any gen- 
teman, poſſeſſing the advantage of human acquire- 
ments; might have appeared in a far ſuperior 
dreſs : but then every improvement it received, 
would have rendered it leſs like the original. Con- 
ſidering this, and thinking your eſteem and pariu- 
lily for the Author, would lead you to treat it Can- 
didly, I determined to ſend it to the preſs (imperfeti 
as it ts, both in matter and compoſition ) from under 
my own hand. If the preaching of it has in any 
menſure (as you hint) been uſeful, I deſire to give 
the praiſe to Him who has put 145 treaſure into 
8 earthen 


earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the power May 
appear to be of God, and not of us. That the read- 


ing of it may be attended with a divine ble i ng, 25 
the prayer of, 


Gentlemen, 
Your ſincere Friend, 
And ready Servant 


In the Goſpel, | 


Joun TOWNSEND. 


Jamaica-Row, Rotherhithe-Road, | | | | 
Sept. 7, 1787. 
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And the king ſaid unto his ſervants, Know ye not, 


that there is a prince and a great man fallen 
this day in Iſrael | | 


HE fin and diſobedience of Saul, laid the 

foundation of his rejection from being king 
cover lirael; and the Lord expreſsly names David as 
his det But though he has the crown pro- 


miſed him, and is accordingly anointed by the 


Prophet of the Lord, yet he was not put into 
the immediate poſſeſſion thereof, nor did he 


take any indirect ſteps to obtain it; but choſe to 


abide the ordinary courſe of God's p 
well knowing, that lwhatever God purpoſes or 
promiſes to his poopie, is ſo lure, that they may 


confidently 


| a1 
confidently believe, and patiently wait for its ac. 
compliſhment, without fear of being diſappointed, 
The circumſtances which attended David after 


his being anointed king, afforded, to outward ap. 
pearance, very little probability of his ever being 


comfortably ſettled on the throne of Iſrael. But 


that God, who works his ſovercign will and plea- 


ſure by the very means which ſeem to oppoſe 


| them, gradually moved every hindrance out of 


the way. Saul and Jonathan are flain in battle; 

and Mephiboſheth, to whom the natural right of 
ſucceſſion deſcended, having no diſpoſition to diſ- 

pute God's appointment, puts in no claim. Thus 
the way 1s clearly opened to David by the provi- 
dence of God. He, therefore, now enquires of 
the Lord, ſaying, Shall Igo up to any of the cities 
of Judah ? And the Lord ſays, Go up to Hebron; 


which he accordingly did, and was there anointed 


king by the houſe of Judah. Thoſe tranſaQtions 


of ours upon which we aſk the Lord's counſel, 


and in which we follow his directions, cannot fai 


_of being proſperous 1 in the end. 


While theſe things were tranfatting in He- 
bron, Abner was exerting all his influence in Iſ- 


rael for the houſe of his old maſter; and, accord- 


ingly, he ſets up Iſhboſheth a ſon of Saul in 

bis father's ſtead ; which, of courſe, lays the foun- 

dation of a bloody war between the houſes of 

Judah and Iſrael. Among other incidents which 
| happened 


ES] : 
happened in this unhappy conflict, was that of 
Abner killing Aſahel, Joab's brother, who had 
purſued after him with an intention either to kill 


or take him priſoner, well knowing his import - 
ance in this conteſt. 


The ſtruggle between the houſes of Saul and 


David laſted long: but the latter was every day 


waxing ſtronger and ſtronger, when a circumſtance 


took place which brought the matter to a ſpeedy 


and favourable iſſue. Iſhboſheth was offended 


either with ſome real or ſuppoſed miſcondut of 


Abner, and accordingly reproached him with it; 
which gave him not only a temporary diſguſt, but 


ſo alienated his heart from him, that he determin- 
ed to abandon his cauſe, and eſpouſe that of Da- 
vid. So uncertain is the friendſhip of men, and 
fo flight are the occaſions by which they may be- 


come our greateſt enemies! Abner does not ſeem 


to have been allied to the houſe or intereſt of 
Saul, ſo much by any ties of conſcience, as by 


ſome outward conſiderations; and therefore is 


ealily ſeparated from them; and when ſeparated, 
he foon finds ſome plauſible pretence to colour 
his defection : nothing leſs than this, The Lord 
hath ſpoken of David, ſaying, By the hand of my ſer- 
vant David I will ſave my people Iſrael cut of the 
hand of the Philiftines, and out of the hand of all 
heir enemies. When the authority of God is 
ED B __ clearly 
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clearly againſt our inclinations, we profeſs igno- 
rance of it; but when it falls in with them, ve are 
deſirous it ſhould be thought we are acting under 
its influences, when perhaps, in both caſes, we at are 


gqverned by ſelf-will and ſelf. intereſt. 


Abner, reve his intention of bringing 
back all Iſrael to the intereſt of David, goes to 
Hebron, for the purpoſe of concerting meaſures to 
this end. The king, being well ſatisfied with the 
man and his errand, received him kindly, and 


| ſent him away in peace. Joab, on his return to 


court, was no ſooner informed of this, than he 


expreſſed his anger, and had the audacity even to 
chide his maſter for having ſent Abner away in 


peace, and immediately ſends for him back ; when, 


under pretence of ſpeaking with him in private, 


he murdered him with his own hand. In this 


tranſaction, there is reaſon to think Joab was in- 
ſtigated by thoſe two diabolic paſſions, revenge 


and envy : by the former, becauſe Abner had {lain 


his brother Aſahel; and by the latter, thinking 


that if he was reſtored to the king's favour, he 
might in time become his rival. How true 1s 
that word of Solomon's, Better is he that ruleth his 
own ſpirit than he that taketh a city! The deed 


was of too dark and criminal a nature to be long 


conccaled; conſequently, was ſoon reported to 
David; 


1 


David; who avows his own ignorance of it, at- 


| tends his burial in perſon ; mourns for him with 


unfeigned grief, and addreſſes his courtiers in 
the language of my text, Know ye not that there 
is a. prince and a great man fallen this day in 
Iſrael ? | | 


It is impoſſible to conſider the temper and con- 
duct of David in this affair, but with admiration. 
Abner had appeared hoſtile to the views and 
intereſt of David, and had been the chief inſtru- 
ment in drawing all Iſrael after Iſnboſheth; and 
yet now that he falls, inſtead of eſteeming it 
matter of triumph, or viewing it as a judgment 
upon him for any perſonal oppoſition to him, he 
conſiders it as matter of grief and lamentation. 
The language of David, on this occaſion, ſhews 
the honourable ſentiments he entertained of Ab- 
ner, and the particular eſteem and friendſhip he 
had for him : yea, it ſhews the patriotiſm of the 
King of Iſrael, who mourned for him becauſe he 


conſidered him as a loſs to the community at 


large. How unlike David are thoſe wretched 


beings, whoſe revengeful hearts will forgive no 


wrongs ; and whoſe jaundiced eyes can diſcern 
no merit in any that are not of their.party, and 


who either thwart their wiſhes, or contraditt = 


their opinions! a 


NB 2 4 David 
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David could not adapt this language of Abner 


with more truth or propriety, than we can in the 


beſt ſenſe of this ſervant of the Lord; for he was 


a a truly GREAT MAN, and his death is Juſt caule of 
| . 


By a great man we do not underſtand merely a 
rich man; for many of thoſe who have large poſſeſ. 


ſions, and much wealth, are ſo far from meriting 


ſuch a character, that they deſerve, and are juſtly 
held in, the greateſt contempt poſhble. Tis true, 
God hath given them much, and from them 
much might be expected: but, alas! they, in- 
ſtead of being faithful ſtewards of the manifold 


| goodneſs of God, inſtead of dealing out their 


bread to the hungry and the wretched, inſtead 
of making the hearts of the widow, the fatherleſs, 
and the afflicted to ſing for joy; in the room, I 
ſay, of doing all this, which ſhould be their meat 
and drink, they are living to themſelves, they 
are ſhutting up the bal of their compaſſion; 
nay more, they are keeping back the hire of the 
labourer, and grinding the face of the poor. Theſe 
are they whole riches are corrupted ; and whoſe 


gold and ſilver are cankered ; the ruſt whereof ſhall _ 


witneſs againſt them. They are neither ich in 
good works, nor rich towards God; and though they 


have made themſelves rich, yet they have nothing, — 


becauſe they have not the bleſſing of the Lord 
whach maketh rich, and addeth no forrow, __ 


Again, 


Ta}: 

Again, by a great man we do, not mean one 
whoſe name is followed by a long liſt of dignified 
titles. Theſe of themſelves are empty, inſignificant 
things; they confer no greatneſs of ſoul, nor do 
they command the ſmalleſt degree of attention or 
reſpect, from any but the ignorant and the vulgar, 
unleſs they are attended by attions which in ſome 
meaſure comport with them. In ſhort, he that 
cannot with ſome degree of juſtice be called a 
wiſe and good man, let his titles be what they 
may, is no object of envy on the one hand, nor 
has he any claim to our eſteem or commendation 
on the other, 2 | 


Once more, by a great man we are far from 
= meaning a man who only fills ſome eminent or 
exalted poſt in public life, whether it be civil or 
eccleſiaſtic; for it is no uncommon thing to ſee 
ſome of the firſt and moſt important ſtations in 
life, filled with men who can lay no claim to them 
by their merit, who poſſeſs no capacity to fill 
them, and who ſhew no fidelity or zeal in diſ- 
charging the duties thereof. Now ſuch men as 
theſe, who are placed in eminent ſituations, and 
who are not found filling them with wiſdom and 
integrity ; ſo far are they from being eſteemed 
great men, that their exaltation renders their 
tolly the more conſpicuous, and ſubjetts them to 
the greater degree of contempt. We might ſay 
| . 
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the ſame of the warrior's exploits, the philoſopher's 
wiſdom, and the phyſician's ſkill, (conſidering 
them abſtractedly) that we have ſaid of the rich 
man's wealth, and the honourable man's titles ; 
but we muſt not enlarge here, leſt we ſhould be 
diverted from the more important refle&ions 
which our ſubje& affords. Now though we have 
affirmed, that neither riches nor honourable 
ſtations, &c. can of themſelves conſtitute this 
character; yet he who poſſeſſes the grace of God 
in conjunction with theſe, and is thereby helped to 


_ uſe the former, and fill up the latter, to the glory 


of God—1 Cor. xii. 31—and the good of man- 
kind—Gal. vi. 10—he is the perſon who has a 


claim to the title of a great man. And we are 
bold to ſay, without any fear of being convicted 
of injuſtice, ſuch was the man (though of like 


paſlions with ourſelves) to whoſe memory we are 
this morning paying a tribute of reſpe& : ſuch 
was the man that is fallen in our Iſrael ; fallen in 
a way as ſtriking in. itſelf, as it is affecting in its 


influence through the whole and extenſive circle 


of his friends and acquaintance. 


Dr. PecxwELL had, in my judgment, a well- 
founded claim to the charatter in my text, as a 


Man, a Chriſtian, and a Miniſter. As a Man, he 


poſſeſſed a very capacious and inquiſitive mind, a 
clear and well-informed underſtanding. His 
feelings 


tw 1] 


feelings were tender and ſympathetic ; which 


enabled him to fill up every relative ſtation in life 


with admirable advantage, and induced him to 


form and help forward liberal plans to alleviate 
the wretchedneſs, and remove the burdens, of 
ſuch of his fellow-creatures as were overwhelmed 
with poverty and diſeaſe “. 


As a Chriſtian, his underſtanding was enlight- 


ened into a ſaving knowledge of all the more im- 


portant and eſſential truths of revealed religion. 
His heart was deeply impreſſed by, and had a 
powerful and ſweet experience of thoſe things of 
which his underſtanding had ſo clear a percep- 
tion, And to crown the whole, his deportment, 


* He gave very evident proof of this truth, by the indefatiga- 
ble zeal he manifeſted in labouring to promote the views of a 
Society known by the name of 7 he Sick Man's Friend,” inſti- 


tuted for the purpoſe of relieving and inſtructing the indigent 


fick. And it appears, that his diligent application to the ſtudy 
of phyſic and ſurgery, of late, was not ſo much from kis partia- 
lity to them (much leſs any intereſted views), as from a defire of 
enlarging the utility of that Inſtitution by eſtabliſhing a Diſpen- 
fary, in which he meant to have taken an active part; and he 
had proceeded ſo far in the proſecution of this plan, as to take 
an apartment in Rathbone-Place, and had actually laid in ſome 


medicines. Conſidering theſe things, he not only appears to 


| have been cenſured raſbly and unjuſtly ; but, on the contrary, he 

merited the higheſt commendation, and actually died in no leſs a 
cauſe than that of imitating the good Samaritan, Luke x. 33, 
34% 8 
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converſation, and conduct, in public and private 


life, ſerved to demonſtrate he was not one of 


thoſe who PROFESS 0 know God, out 1 in works deny 


Aim. 


As a Preacher, his very perſon and voice com- 
manded outward attention and reſpect. His 
manly and pleaſing eloquence charmed the moſt 
refined ear: the ſtrength and energy of his rea- 


ſoning carried conviction to the mind of the moſt 
. confident gainſayer. In the manner of his ex. 
preſſing himſelf, he followed the maxim of Paul, 


uſing gravity and ſoundneſs of ſpeech, that cannot 


be conrlemned. In his diſpoſition he was liberal and 


candid : he became all things to all men, in the 
beſt meaning of that expreſſion, that he might 


win ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt, and that the truth might 
not be hindered*. 


The manner in which he opened and prole- 


cuted theological ſubjefts, was pleaſing beyond 


conception. His Sermons were a kind of Eſſay 
upon the portion of Scripture to which Provi- 


I remember an inftance of his candour, which occurred ſome 


years ago, at the Chapel in the Broad Way, Weſtminſter ; where 


meeting with a perſon that he apprehended had ſome ſcruples 
about receiving the Lord's Supper kneeling, he readily offered to 
adminiſter it to her ſitting ; by which it was plain, he preferred 
Chriſtian charity to the authority and practice of the Eſtabliſhed 


Church. | 
dence | 


Et 13 


dence bad directed TH attention. But then they 
did not conſiſt of loaſe declamation ; for though 
there was ſeldom any formal diviſion of his ſub- 
ject, yet his Sermons generally conſiſted of eight 


or ten well-choſen ideas; the arrangement and 


connexion of which demonſtrated the ſoundneſs 
of the Preacher's judgment, and the cloſe applica- 
tion he had given to his ſubject. | 


But what exceeded, and was of much greater 
importance in his character as a Miniſter, was, 
that the word preached by him came with power, 
and with the demonſtration of the Holy Ghoſt; 
ſo that his labours were inſtrumental in the con- 
verſion, comfort, and eſtabliſhment of immortal 
fouls. Many of you have had frequent opportu- 
nities of proving the truth of this reflection; but 


none of you, my dear hearers, can be 3 | 
greater obligations to the grace of God, through 


his inſtrumentality, than the man who is now ad- 
dreſſing you; who was awakened, and brought to 


an experimental acquaintance with the things of 


Gap under his preaching “. 
But 


* In the relation of this circumſtance, the Author found him- 


ſelfſo affected, as to be unable to deliver the few remaining ideas 
be intended to drop concerning the Doctor's latter end; and ſo 
paſſed on rather abruptly to the remainder of his ſubject: And 


as what was then arintentionally omitted, is well known by 
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But we proceed now to ſome improvement of 
this ſolemn providence to ourſelves; in doing 


Which, I ſhall, 


Firſt, lead your thoughts to the ſubjeRt of death. 
Every inſtance of mortality that happens withinour 
hearing, is a preacher to us; but thoſe that occur 
more immediately within the circle of our own 
friends and acquaintance ſpeak louder, and, with a 


more emphatic tone of voice, ſeem to ſay, Set thine 


houſe in order; for thou ſhalt die, and not live, 
There is no ſubjett that can challenge our at- 
tention, which is of more importance than death, 


which is every day haſtening nearer. May we be a 
enabled, this morning, to view it with all poſſible 


ſeriouſneſs! well knowing, that as ſure as one and 
another of our friends are paſſing into eternity, 
we ourſelves muſt follow them; for, I. is ap- 
poinled unto men once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment. And who among us can tell what it is to 
die? We may have ſeen many inſtances of morta- 
lity ; and ſome, perhaps, around whoſe beds we 


have ſtood in that awful hour, have told us with 


their laſt expiring breath, what a great work it was: 
but we ſhall never be fully appriſed of the import 
of the word death, till we die ourſelves. That we 
ſhall die, and that it is an important thing, is rea- 
dily granted by us all: but then how little is it 


moſt, if not all, into whoſe wk theſe Pages will come, it is 
felt! 


needleſs to introduce them here. 


t wal 
felt! how little are we actuated by it! how un- 
prepared for its approach! all which proves we 
are not living under an abiding ſenſe of our own 
mortality, Again, we not only muſt die ; but we 
may die ſoon. Our being young or healthy pro- 
vides us with no ſure defence againſt the king of 
terrors, who commits his depredations as often 
upon the ſtrong and the young, as upon the en- 
feebled man of hoary hairs. We know not but 
the ſentence is gone forth, and that there are now 
but a few weeks, or days, or it may be only hours, 


ere we ſhall be numbered with the dead, and the 


place that now knows us ſhall know us no more 
for ever. How profitable would it be for us, if 
we could attend to the concerns of this life, the 


ordinances of God's houſe, and all the duties f 


religion, under the impreſſion of this intereſting 
thought, that time is Mort, and that death and 
eternity are juſt at the door! Let it likewiſe be 
remembered, we not only may die ſoon, but we 
may die ſuddenly. Death is not always intro- 
duced by a painful or lingering ſickneſs, which is 
a kind of preparatory admonition to prepare to 
meet our God; but ſometimes it comes unob- 
ſerved and unthought of, and executes his com- 
miſſion in a moment, without giving the perſon 
time ſufficient to ſay, God be merciful to me a ſinner ! 
How numerous are inſtances of this kind! and 


yet how difficult do we find it to realiſe its proba. 
| 0 2 „ bility, 
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K 
dility, in our own caſe ! Are we not rather living 
in a kind of ſecurity ; either amuſing ourſelves 
with vain projetts for the obtaining earthly bliſs, 
or weeping in a kind of deſpondency, under the 
apprehenſion of future ills ? when, lo! death 
enters; and his appearance leads us ta feel what 
we ought to have felt long before : namely, that 
all our earthly bliſs is vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit; and that all our pajns and griefs are ſcarce 
worth a thought, when compared with eternal ob- 
Jeas. If theſe things are ſo, then we ought, with 
Paul, to be able to ſay, that we die daily; in do- 
ing which, we ſhould die more to the world and 
fin, and live unto God with more full purpoſe of 
heart. 


Laſtly, Let it be obſerved, that as death leaves 
us, judgment will find us. Therefore, whatſoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy might ; for 
tere is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
' wiſdom in the grave whither thou goeft. If we die 
unconverted, unbelieving ſinners, without Chriſt ; 
having no hope, and without God in the world ; we 
ſhall be found ſuch in the morning of the reſurrec- 
tion, and appear in that ſtate before the awful 
tribunal of the Lord Jehovah, How needful | 
is it then that we ſhould examine ourſelves, 
and enquire how matters ſtand between God and 
our 
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this day, this hour, are we ready? could we 


welcome the meſſage ?————or rather, would 
not our hearts be overwhelmed with guilt and 


fear? What would be our portion? Should we 
be received into manſions of glory, or be caſt into 


utter darkneſs ? We ſhould do well to remember, 


that names and forms in religion avail nothing in 
the hour of diſſolution and the day of judgment: 


then it will appear, that every thing in religion 


which came ſhort of repentance toward God, 


faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and regeneration 


| by the Holy Ghoſt, together with thoſe fruits of 


righteouſneſs which naturally flow from them, 


was of little or no value; and that they who were 
_ contented without theſe, had the form of godlineſs, 
but knew nothing of its ſaving power. 


Having ſpoken ſomething of death in a general 
_ way, I ſhall proceed to improve it farther, ina 
more particular one, by addreſſing two or three 
different claſſes of hearers: and, 


I. It is not improbable but I am ſpeaking to 


ſome to-day (I hope the number is ſmall) who are 
ſtrengthening their hands in wickedneſs, by che- 


riſhing a willing forgetfulneſs of death; or, what 


has the ſame effe&, pl ng it at a very great 
Ciſtance, They have, as | vere, made a cove- 
2 | _ nant 


our ; ſouls! Suppoſe God ſhould call for us 


| 
| 
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nant with death, and are therefore rioting in fin 
and pleaſure. But ſuch ſhould remember, that 
their laboured forgetfulneſs of it does not leſſen 
Its importance, nor retard its approach. Shut 
thine eyes, ſinner, if thou wilt, and be determined 
not to ſee, or obſerve, the ravage death 1s making 
round about thee in one inſtance and another: 
and fo refuſe to hear the preachers of thine own 
mortality: but know this, thou canſt not efcape 
it, nor yet conquer it. It may be, thou art 
reſolutely bent on perſevering in the vulgar and 
ſenſual, or in the more polite and refined pleaſures 
of the world, and art therefore dying to thy ſoul, 
Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry; and all 


this with an intention to ſtupefy conſcience, and | 


| ſecure thyſelf againſt thoſe gloomy thoughts which 
ariſe in the proſpect of death and eternity : but 
be aſſured of this, all ye that are lovers of pleaſure 
more than of God, that the remedy to which ye 
have recourſe, contains no effetual antidote 
_ againſt the evil of which we are now ſpeaking. 
No: the hour of your diſſolution is haſtening, with 
inexpreſſible ſpeed, on the wings of flecting time; 
and when death is arrived, you may think to treat 
it with the ſame indifference you have done in 
time paſt ; but you will then perceive that there 
is an unſpeakable difference, between viewing it 
near, and at a diſtance. Then the ſcene will be 
changed: Conſcience, that had either been bribed, 
or 
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or forced into filence, will neither ſleep in quiet, 
nor ceaſe its clamours any longer : but, in ſpite 
ol all thy feeble efforts to the contrary, will ſpeak, 
yea, ſpeak louder than thunder itſelf. Conſcience 
will bring to thy recollettion, thoſe works of 
darkneſs, and ſcenes of wickedneſs, which thou 
thoughteſt were buried in everlaſting oblivion; 
and re-preach the terrors of the law, and all thoſe 
threatenings of eternal truth, which God's mini- 
{ters have ſo often let before you. It will aggra- 
vate thy guilt in the remembrance of that good- 


neſs and mercy which thou haſt trodden under 


foot, with ſo much icorn and contempt ; and, 


reminding thee of the mercies, judgments, and 


ordinances, with which thou haſt been favoured 


| above thouſands, will tell thee, That it fhall be 


more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 
judgment than for thee. Being freed from the 
noiſe and tumult of the world, conſcience will 
have an opportunity of not only telling thee, that 
God is coming to judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
but will diſcover to thee, ſomething of the miſe- 
fable eſtate of thoſe who fal under Jehovah's 
righteous diſpleaſure; that, In hell they lift up 
ther eyes, being in torments—Luke xvi. 22—and 
that their ſorrow is remedileſs, unmixed, inceſ- 
fant, and eternal; for there, Their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched—Mark 1X. 44— 


but the ſmoke of their torment aſcendeth up for 
ever Rev. xiv. 11,—If this be the end and 
| portion 
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portion of the finally! impenitent ſinner; with how 
much aſſiduity and zeal ſhould we labour, by the 
terrors of the Lord to perſuade men! But, ſinner, 


thou art not called to liſten to the voice of terror 
alone, but alſo to that of mercy : and we rejoice 


in one opportunity more, of telling thee, that the 


door of hope is ſtill open; that God is waiting that 
he may be gracious; and this day proclaims him- 
ſelf, The Lord, the Lord God merciful and gra- 
cious, long-ſuffering and abundant in goodneſs and 
truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, forgruing ini- 
quity, and tranſgreſſion and fin—Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 
—O that careleſs ſinners, who are forgetting 
God, ſalvation, and eternity, might this day be 
made wiſe; and, in the conſideration of their 
latter end, be enabled to behold the Lamb «of 


God, which taketh away the ſins of the world ! For, 


Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of ſalvation ! Still, ſtill does the glorious 
goſpel of the grace of God continue to proclaim, 
Whoſoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 
Thou mayeſt have ſinned much, and ſinned long; 
but God authoriſes his miniſters to tell thee, 


that he hath no delight in the death of a ſinner ; but 


hath given his Son Jeſus Chriſt to ſave ſuch. Yes, 
hriſt hath magnified the law, and made it honour- 
able—Iſaiah xlii. 21.—He hath offered up him- 


| ſelf a ſacrifice to ſatisfy divine juſtice ; he hath 


brought in a righteouſneſs adequate to the demands 


of the law, and the 3 of the divine nature 


Dan. 
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Dan. ix. 24—in conſequence of all which, he is 


reported to be the Saviour of the chief of ſinners ; 


yea, to be able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all that 
come to God by him. Come then, guilty ſinner; 


no longer ſpend your money for that which is not 
bread, and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not: 


but make Chriſt thy hope, thy refuge, and thy 
ſtrength; and then, when death ſhall come, 


inſtead of being armed with terror, he ſhall be to 


thy ſoul the meſſenger of peace and glory. 


II. But I am addreſſing ſome ebaradters to- 
day, of a different complexion to thoſe already 
mentioned ; who, inſtead of baniſhing the thoughts 


of death, are often thinking of it, and have no 
objettion to think it may come ſoon, or even ſud- 


denly ; and that becauſe they are not afraid of its 
approach, nor do they ſee any cauſe to be alarmed 


at it, come when it will, and how 1t will, whether 


by progreſſive or by more haſty ſteps ; they think 


and ſay, they ſhall meet it with courage and com- 
polure. All this would be well ; and one ſhould 


rejoice to ſee the ſoul thus eaſy and tranquil, in 


the proſpect of ſo awful an hour, if it was but the 


reſult of a ſcriptural and well- grounded confidence 5 


in the Lord ſeſus Chriſt, who took on him our 
nature, that he might deſtroy death, and him that 


| had the power of it. But this is not always the 
cale with thoſe who uſe this language; ſceing it 
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often ariſes from groſs ignorance, and carnal 
| ſecurity, rather then from any knowledge of, or 
faith in, the Redeemer of loſt ſinners. Let me 
therefore intreat you to examine the ground of 
this your confidence, leſt you ſhould be deceived 
in a matter of ſuch infinite moment. 


What are you comparing yourſelf with ſuch 
as you fancy are worſe than you, and then adapt- 
ing the vain and audacious boaſting of the Phariſee, 
God, I thank thee, I am not as other men? Vain 
man! what, if you have not through education 
and connexion, or ſomething of that kind, run to 
the ſame excels in outward wickedneſs, as many 
others; nay more, even allowing that you are the 
very beſt of all the human race ; yet you are, be— 
fore God, a guilty, condemned ſinner, and have 
committed fin ſufficient to deſerve the wrath of 
God, and to arm death with ten thouſand terrors, 
But it may be you are not reſting alone on your 
not having been ſo bad as other men, but have to 
boaſt, that you have done more good: your hear 
was always, in your eſteem, very good ; and there— 
fore you always loved, feared, and ſerved God: 
vou have regularly attended upon religious ordl- 
nances, and done innumerable acts of kindneſs and 
benevolence to your fellow-creatures. All this 
may be true, and is very well in its place: but 
then hear, hear what the Scripture ſaith— / tho! 
be righteous, what giveſt thou him, or what receive 
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he of thine hand? Job xxxv. 7. When ye ſhall 
| have done all thoſe things which are commanded you, 


ſay, we are unprofitable ſervants ; we have done that 
which was our duty to do— Luke xvii. 10. So 
that there 1s nothing of our own that will make an 
atonement for fin, or merit the favour and love of 
God to our ſouls. See the truth of this in a paſ- 


ſage of Scripture that well exhibits thy character 


and caſe : But Iſrael, which followed after the law 
of righteouſneſs, hath not attained the law of riglite- 


 ouſneſs : wherefore ? becauſe they ſought it not by 
faith, but as it were by the works of the law—Rom. 


ix. 31, 32, Let their fatal miſtake be a leſſon of 
inſtruction to thee; and inſtead of imitating them, 


follow the Apoſtle Paul, who well underſtood the 


way of acceptance with God, and ſpeaks thus : 
What things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs for 


| Chriſt : yea, doubtleſs, and J count all things but 
10%, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 


Jeſus my Lord ; for whom I have ſuffered the loſs 
of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may 
win Chriſt, and be found in him ; not having mine 


own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but that which 


i5 through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which 
is of God by faith—Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. He ſpeaks 


to the fame purpoſe Gal. ii. 16. Knowing that a 


man 15 not juſtified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Feſus Chriſt ; even we have believed in 


Jeſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtiſied by the faith 
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of Chriſt, and not by the works of the law ; for ly 
tic works of the law ſhall no fleſh be ju 72 
There are others in the religious world, who ſeem 
to poſſeſs the ſame confidence, and though upon 
different, yet upon no better grounds: they do 
not appear to depend upon their own fancied 
goodncls, like the Phariſees of whom we have 
been ſpeaking ; but they are talking of ſalvation 
by grace, and redemption by the blood of the 
Lamb : but then, while they are doing this, they 
are ſpeaking of truths which have never reached 
their hearts with power; for they appear to be 
puffed up with a vain mind ; what they call faith 
is nothing but fancy ; and what they call aſſurance 


is downright preſumption. And we are war- 


ranted to ſay this, becauſe they have none of that 


faith which purifies the heart, and works by love, 


Their tempers and conduct loudly proclaim, they 
are deſtitute of the powerful and ſaving inſlucnce 
of true godlinels in their hearts; for while they 
arc talking of liberty, they are the ſervants of un- 
righteouſneſs, and conſequently muſt be deceived. 


But to conclude this head, though this is too 
true of lome, let it be noticed, we do not mean to 
deny the dottrine of Chriſtian aſſurance. We 
know chat the religion of Jeius Chriſt can, and 
docs afford this happy experience to many. Paul 
ould lay, We know that 2 f therearthily houſe of ths 


tabernac!: 
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abernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, 


an houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
And therefore it is we are exhorted to give all dili- 
gence, to make our calling and election ſure. And 
we have no reaſon to doubt, but what the grace 
and Spirit of God did for Chriſtians of old, he 


can do for us: nor ought we to be contented 


with any thing leſs than his ſealing us, and bear- 
ing witneſs with our Jn that we are the children 


of God. wo. | WES 


III. Though I have dwelt long upon the ſub- 
ject of death, I know not how to diſmiſs it, with- 
out ſaying a few words to thoſe who are all their 


life-time ſubjett to bondage, through the fear of 
it, Now though the fear of death be painful to 
all, yet it ariſes from a different ſource in one 
heart, to what it does in another. In ſome 


Chriſtians, it is a fear of thoſe pains and ſufferings 


which ſometimes attend death : in others, it 1s on 


account of thoſe near and relative ties which muſt 
then be broken : but, in the greater number, we 
think it is on account of that great and awful de- 
ciſion which mult then take place; for, in propor- 
tion as we are doubting and queſtioning the ſafety 


of our ſtate, in that ſame proportion we ſhall be 


ſubject to the cruel and tormenting fear of death. 
But, Chriſtian, why ſhould thy ſoul be bowed 
d 'n, and thus diſquieted within thee, when the 


Scriptures are ſhewing thee death through a me- 
| | dium, 


3 
dium, that will not only diſarm it of its terrific ap. 
pearance, but even render it pleaſant and defira. 
ble? ſor Chriſt hath removed i its poiſon, and takey 
away its fling. So that now, for the Chriſtian to 
die, is to fall afleep in Feſus ; it is a reſting from 
his labours ; yea, it is only departing from a har. 
ren, defolate wilderneſs, abounding with every ill, 
to a country of inexpreſſible beauty and delight, 
where there is no night, ſorrow, ſickneſs, or death. 
It is true, the paſſage is narrow, and ſometimes rough 
and dark: but remember, He whoſe watchful he 
are ever over the 7ighteous will guide thy ſteps, and 
afford thee his ſupporting and comforting pre- 
ſence. It was in the proſpett and certainty of 
this that David exulted, Though I walk through the 
valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no ill; for 
thou art with me, Yea, it is this that refreſhes the 
foul through all the weariſome toils of life; it is 
this that warms the heart in the cold chilling night 
of death: from all which it appears to be the pri- 
vilege of the Chriſtian, to fear death as little as the 
weary traveller does the flumbers of the night. 
The impropriety of a Chriſtian's fearing death, 1s 
not only ſeen by what God's Word ſays of it; but 
likewile from the afual experience of many ol 
God's people, who have feared it much and as 
long as any of you to whom I am now ſpeaking: 
and yet, when they have come to the trying hour, 
their {ears have been diipelled, their ſouls have 


been all joy and light 1 in the Lord; and, inſtead 
of 
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of dreading it as they thought they ſhould, they 
have had ſuch happy proſpetts and foretaſtes of 


glory, as to fill their ſouls with longing defire to 


obtain it. Thus we ſee the Lord fulfilling his 


word—As is thy day, fo ſhall thy ſtrength be. We 
may further obſerve, that a Chriſtian's fear of 
death 18 not only reproved by the Scriptures, and 


' Chriſtian experience, but allo by the dealings of 


God with him. Let him remember how many 
diſiculties he hath been brought through, in which 
unbelief ſaid he would faint. Chriſtian, look back 
to the way by which the Lord hath brought you, 
and lee how many Ebenezers, ſtones of help, you 
have been conſtrained to erect, as ſo many me- 
mentos of the Lord's goodneſs : and what are all 
theſe, but ſo many encouragements to believe and 


trult in God for the time to come, and confidently 


to aſſure thyſelf, that when thy hear! and fleſh Jail, 
God will be the ſtrength of thy heart, and thy portion 
for ever? But to conclude, let it be obſerved, 
there is great need for Chriſtians to be careful 
they do not lay a juſt foundation for this fear ; 
which 1s often done by the indulgence of beſct- 
ting fins, living at a diſtance from God, and neg. 
letting the means of grace; all which have proved 
thorns in the pillows of dying Chriſtians. 


Secondly, We are to improve this ſubject in 
reſpect of thoſe relative characters this Great 
Man ſuſtained. He was a Huſband, a Father, a 

Friend, 
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Friend, and a i nor can any tell ew: Vis. 
able he was in all theſe, but thoſe who have 
ſuſtained the loſs. Such of us as fill up any of 
theſe relations in life, and who know the felicity 
of ſuch near and ſocial connexions, cannot hut 
commiſerate with thoſe upon whom this awful 
providence hath made ſuch a ſolemn and affett. 
ing breach. This is one of thoſe mediums, 
through which we cannot but look at death with a 
meaſure of diſguſt and dread. The affectionate 
partner, the tender offspring, the boſom friend: 
to think that all theſe, though faſtened to our 
hearts by a thouſand endearing ties, and though 
more pleaſant and deſirable to us than thouſand: 
olf gold and filver; yet are held by a very ſlight 
tenure, and ſubjett to a very ſpeedy removal. 
This is an affecting thought, and may well lead us 
to adapt the nguage of Dr. Watts, 


Midſt nga ſcenes, ind dying friends, 
ge thou my all in all!“ 


This view of the ſubject inſtructs us in the empti. 
nels and vanity of all our carthly comforts, when 
compared with an inheritance incorruptibòle, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away ; with God as 
the Chriſtian's portion! and it reproves us, with 
much jultice, for our too great forgetfulneſs and 
neglect of the one, and our undue attachment to 
the other. How does all this inſtruct us in the 
impor Lance 
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importance of religion in general, and the indiſ- 


penſable neceſſity of our being intimately and ex- 
perimentally acquainted with it! If our earthly 
ciſterns are ſo liable to be dried up, we ſtand the 
more in need of ſpiritual conſolations and divine 


| ſupports : and theſe the religion of Jeſus Chriſt 


can happily impart; and ſuch is their virtue when 
imparted, that they ſweeten the bittereſt cup, and 
lighten the weight of the heavieſt croſs; enabling 


us to ſay, when ſtript of our deareſt earthly com- 


forts, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken _ 0 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord ! 


But once more, we are to recolleQ, that this 
providence hath not only made an inroad upon the 
private circles of life, in taking away an affeQion- 
ate huſband, a tender parent, and a much-eſteemed 
friend; but likewiſe we have to lament the remo- 
val of a miniſter, one placed in a large ſphere of 


ation, in which he was highly reſpetted and emi- 
nently uſeful ; and that, not when worn out with 
age, but in the prime of life, and in the midſt of 


his uſefulneſs. With what a voice does this pro- 
vidence ſpeak to you, my dear hearers, who have 
been repeatedly favoured with the privilege of 


hearing him preach the terrors of the Law, and the 


kind invitations of the Goſpel ! But now you will 
hear him no more for ever. Have his labours had 
any effect upon your hearts? or are you ſtill in a 
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ſtate of ſin, and at a diſtance from God ? But if 
it ſpeaks to you, it ſpeaks ſtill louder to me, and 
to miniſters in general. We are apt to forget 
that we ſtand in jeopardy every hour, and know 
not but each ſermon we preach may be our laſt. 
O that miniſters did but live more under the in. 
fluence of this ſolemn thought ! Then, how con- 
cerned ſhould we be to have precious ſouls for 
our hire, and to be ready to give an account of 
our ſtewardſhip! We ſhould not therefore be ſo 
careful to ſpare ourſelves, but rather to ſpend our 
time and ſtrengch for the ſalvation of immortal 
fouls. We ſhould not entertain our hearers with 
dry ſpeculations in religion, nor try to pleaſe them 
wich the charms of oratory ; but, conſidering our. 
lelves as dying men preaching to dying ſinners 
and knowing that, if their ſouls periſh through 
our inattention, their blood will be required at our 
hand, Ezektel iii. 18. we ſhould be conſtanth 
ſhewing them their miſerable eſtate as ſinners, and 
directing them to Jeſus as the way, the truth, and 
the life; and by our plain, faithful, and importu- 
nate manner of addreſſing them, we ſhould give 
them ſome proof, that we are none of thoſe hire- 
lings who care not whether they are ſaved or loſt, 


but that our hearts” defire and prayer to God is, thai. 
they no be /aved. 


7 


As 
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As a Miniſter, the ſocieties among which he 
laboured either ſtatedly or occaſionally, have ſuſ@ 
tained an unſpeakable loſs, and feel themſelves 

deeply affected with it; and indeed juſtly, when 
they conſider with how much pleaſure and profit 
they have attended his miniſtrations. But, griev- 
ous as it may be to them, and the churches in ge- 
neral, who muſt feel for the removal of ſuch a 
man; yet theſe providences are counterbalanced 
by two coniderations. 


1. That the ſtrength and proſperity of hs 
Church does not depend on miniſters, but on 
Chriſt himſelf, who is ever with and near his peo- 
ple, Pleaſing thought! that Chriſt, the Captain 
of our Salvation, who is to lead the armies of 1. 
racl through this wilderneſs, is with us always, 
and is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
This truth contains a powerful argument againſt 
exceſſive grief and ſinful murmuring, which are 
100 often indulged when God _—_ away uſctu] 
miniſters, | 


2. It is a comfortable conſideration, that the 
lame God, who by his providence takes away one, 
can and does raiſe up others. It is but for him to 
lpeak, and great ſhall be the company of thoſe who 
publiſh the word, Pſalm Ixviii. 11. The fully of 
thoſe mournful concluſions which 4 Chriſtians 
draw upon ſuch occaſions, was remarkably ſeen 

| | iS 1. ON 


E 
on the death of that truly eminent man, Mr. 
George Whitfield; when thoſe who loved Zion, 
and deſired her proſperity, exclaimed, O my fa. 
ther, my father, the chariot of Hrael, and the horſe. 
men thereof ! But let us walk about Zion, tell the 
towers thereof, and mark well her bulwarks ; and 
we ſhall be conſtrained to fay, What hath God 
wrought ! Has not the Lord raiſed up many uſeful 
inſtruments of various denominations, and are not 
truth and righteouſneſs flouriſhing in our borders? 
Yes, my brethren, this is the caſe. Well, then, 
let this providence lead us to pray the Lord of the 
| harveſt, that he would fend forth labourers into his 
harveſt, and to pour down a double portion of his 
Jin upon thoſe already ſent. 


w e ſhall conclude with a few general infer. 
ences from the whole, 


1. Such providences as theſe help to ſhey 
ſomething of the evil of fin, which is the parent 
of all the miſery to which we are liable, either in 
this world or that which is to come. Death, and 
all the terror with which it is armed, entered into 

the world by fin; and it ſtill continues to be the 
ſcourge of mankind, the deſtroyer of domeſtic 
peace, and the plague of Chriſtian ſocieties. Yet 
it 1s eſteemed by many a very little thing; yea, 
| fools make a mock at ſin ; thinking that God either 
does not notice it, or that a few of their good 
deeds 
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deeds will counterbalance all 1 its demerit. Theſe 


perſons are willingly ignorant of what God 
hath done to angels on account of fin, 2 Pet. 


Ji. 4. and what Chriſt endured on the croſs 
| for it, Iſa. liii. 4, 5. But the ſerious and 


enlightened mind has had its enormities diſ- 


covered to him in ſuch a point of view, as to 


defire above all things to be delivered ſrom its 
curſe, guilt, pollution, and power; well knowing 


that it 7 the cauſe of all the evil in this world; 


and of eternal death in the world to come, if not 


pardoned by the blood of Chriſt, and ſubdued by 
the power of divine grace. 15 


2. The ſubjea we 13 bow diſcourſing upon 
ſhould lead us highly to eſteem the Goſpel diſpen- 
ſation, in which the abounding grace of God is 
revealed to ſinners by a Redeemer, the dignity of 


whoſe perſon, and the efficacy of whoſe atone- 
ment, opens an effettual door of hope to guilty 


ſinners ; for the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son 
ceanſeth from all fin. What a word is this, to 
the ſoul mourning under a deep ſenſe of the 
number and aggravations of its fins ! It is a decla- 
ration that may well ſilence all his fear, and fill 


him with joy and peace in believing; and there is 


nothing that will make a man happy in life, and 
reconcile him to death, but this—Pſalm xxxii- 
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mi From this ſubject it may be inferred, . 
a dreadful and deplorable ſtate the wicked and un. 
godly are in; liable to pain, ſickneſs, and death; 
without the knowlege of God, the pardon of * 
or the renewal of their hearts; and fo without any 
thing to comfort them, in the profpe& of theſe 


things, or in the actual experience of them. And 


yet, while in this ſtate, they are not only without 


theſe bleſſings, but feel no want of them; and, 
though in a ſtate of fin and condemnation, are 


erying Peace, peace, when God Hath never 
ſpoken it; nay, in direct oppoſition fo his word, 
which aſſures us, that without faith, repentance, 
and regeneration, the ſoul ſhall never enter his 


Kingdom. How earneſt and faithful ſhould mini- 


fters be in warning theſe characters! How can we 
bur lament over them in the language of Moſes, 
O that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that 


they would conſider their latter end! an end that 


there is reaſon to fear will be without honour, and 


without peace. Once more, ſinner, thou art 


warned; God is ſtill ſaying to thee in his word, 
Turn and live; why will ye die? Come, let us reaſon 
zogether, ſaith the Lord: though your fins be as 


{carlet, they ſhall be as white as fnow ; though they 
be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. O ſinner! 


no longer ſhut thine ear to theſe kind admont- 
tions; no longer deſpiſe. the riches of his good- 
eſs, Now hear, and your ſoul ſhall live; de 

not 


18 1 
not reject the voice of mercy ; no, not this once; 


for if you do, you know not but it may be for 
ever, for ever too late, and thou mayeſt at laſt 


hear God ſay, Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, 


I have flretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 
but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and would 
none of my Yeproof : J alſo will laugh at your cala- 
mity ; I will mock when your fear cometh : when 
your fear cometh as deſolation, and your deſtrudtion 
cometh as a whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh 
cometh upon you, then ſhall they call upon me, but I 
will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, but they 
ſhall not find me ; for that they hated knowledge, 
and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord. Prov. i. 
24—29. 


4. and Laſtly, Though ſuch providences are 
very ſolemn and affecting, yet they wear a favour- 
able aſpect towards the Chriſtian. It is true, he 


is to die as well as other men: but death to him 


is a conquered adverſary ; he hath no need to 


fear it; to him it will be eternal gain. Though 


dear relatives, and much-cſteemed friends, we ; 
mult ſhortly part ; yet religion ſhews us a happy 
futurity where we ſhall mect again, to ſpend a 
bliſsful eternity in his preſence, where there is 
fulneſs of 7 joy, and at whole right hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore. With this thought, we 
can attend our deareſt friends to the grave; look 

in 
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in and ſmile, with a degree of pleaſure, in the 
recollection that Jeſus will be the guardian of thei 
fleeping duſt, and again reſtore them from the 
loneſome tomb. In the view, and under the 
happy influence, of theſe things, Chriſtians i 
every age, when called to die, have bid a willing 
farewell to earth; and, as they have paſſed Jorda 
to the promiſed land, ſhouted Victory, victory 
through the blood of the Lamb! May your la 
end, and mine, be like theirs, for the dear Re 
deemer's ſake! Amen. 


THE END. 


